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ABSTRACT

# # 4381168524 : MAJOR ANTHROPOLOGY

KEYWORD: CHINESE ETHNIC GROUP / OVERSEAS CHINESE / THAI - CHINESE PEOPLE /

CHINESE IDENTITY / CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION
MISS WIMONRAT TAVEESIT : CHANGE IN THAI - CHINESE IDENTITY OF ETHNIC
CHINESE IN THE CONTEXT OF CHINESE CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS : A
CASE STUDY OF ORGANIZATIONS IN UBONRATCHATHANI PROVINCE. THESIS
ADVISOR : PROF. DR. AMARA PONGSAPICH, 223 pp. ISBN 974-17-4849-3.

Ethhnic Chinese people in Ubonratchathani Province have been building
benevolent and charitable organizations for the people. This research aims to study the
history of ethnic Chinese in Ubonratchathani Province, Thai — Chinese Identity, development
of ethnic Chinese organizations, and the role of Chinese organizations in the formation of
Thai — Chinese identity. The research is a case study of 26 organizations in Ubonratchathani
Province with special focus on 8 organizations. Anthropological research method with
participant observation and in - depth interview of members in each organizations were the

field research techniques adopted.

The study concludes that through time ethnic Chinese organizations in
Ubonratchathani Province have changed in structure, personnel, and activities. But they
maintained the goal in providing welfare assistance together with social/cultural/ethnic
support to those in need. These organizations can help maintain Chinese identity as well as
effectively forming Thai - Chinese identity in Ubonratchathani Province. This process is the
result of development discourse, social economic, and especially political, as well as the

integration of local culture of the Lotus City (Ubonratchathani) of E - San.
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